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Speaker: 

 

Matt Sedgebeer, Wales Advisor, Centre of Expertise on Child Sexual Abuse.  

 

Jayne Bryant AM opened the meeting and welcomed attendees. She gave Cassi Harrison’s (Centre of 

Expertise Director) apologies as her train had been cancelled. She then invited Matt Sedgebeer to 

speak.  

 

Background to the CSA Centre of Expertise  

 

Matt spoke about the context of high profile CSA cases such as Saville and Rochdale. These 

prompted questions in the UK about how we can better identify children at risk and protect them. 

As a result, the Centre of Expertise on CSA was established. It is funded by the Home Office, and 

hosted by Barnardo’s.  The Centre’s work focusses both on policy and practice. Staff are a mix of 

academics and policy and practice staff. Part of Matt’s role in Wales is to connect people on the 

ground with the Centre.  

 

The work of the Centre focusses on the following areas:  

 



                    
Understanding child sexual abuse 

‘Scale and nature’: 15% of girls and 5% of boys experience some form of CSA before they are 15. 

Most don’t tell anyone about the abuse. Most of the perpetrators are known to the victims: for girls 

it tends to be mostly family members, for boys authority figures such as coaches, teachers etc.. 

Perpetrators are mostly male. Gaps: we don’t know if CSA is going up or down. In Wales, the child 

protection register numbers are going down and we don’t know why. The Centre is doing some audit 

work in one LA around CPR numbers. Patterns and the context of abuse is not well established, and 

the data on perpetrators is not developed enough. We also need to better understand the online 

context.  

CSE perpetration scoping studies: adults and children, interventions, what works  

Key messages from research: institutional CSA. Intra-familial CSA. HSB, adult perpetrators.  

 

Knowledge in practice  

Use of risk tools and checklists: Centre is feeding into the review of SERAF in Wales. Held a session 

on risk tools in their conference on 3rd May. Conclusions will be shared with Welsh Government. 

Ongoing piece of work with young people: what does risk mean? The CSA Centre website will be 

used to support the launch of new statutory guidance on CSE to support practitioners.  

Supporting parents: being a supportive factor in the life of young people affected by CSE.  

 

Transforming the landscape 

Evaluation fund: Funds granted to have a better understanding of what works. Jan Pickles, who sits 

on the CSA Centre of Expertise’s Board and was involved in the process, highlighted that only one 

project from Wales applied to the evaluation fund. Although it was a big project, it had never been 

evaluated before, which throws up an issue around the use of public funding in Wales. She 

highlighted a really positive project in Brighton which is having good results, as none of the young 

people receiving the service are being placed in secure accommodation.  

Looking ahead 

Admin data project: the Centre will connect with Welsh Government around data on CSE.  

Prevalence study for England and Wales on CSE/possibly CSA.  

Work on perpetration: looking at offending typology and pathways into offending. Will help to 

inform other areas of work. The idea is to move away from a focus on the individual to look at 

context instead. Literature review and consultation. Create a typology on policing data and then test 

on a wider data source. This should give a more holistic understanding of CSA offending.  

This was followed by a discussion around the need to balance working with and understanding 

perpetrators and the need to also support survivors. Misty Leigh raised the difficulties she faced 

when trying to access support in adulthood.  

Key messages from research for children and adults engaged in CSA behaviours.  



                    
Knowledge in practice: practice improvement programmes around the Leads Model. The Centre will 

be upskilling lead people in local authorities. Gwent has shown an interest, together with Devon and 

Cambridge. The Centre will link in with Social Care Wales to feed into their long term work.  

Health: build confidence around medical examination. Upksill understanding. Develop tools to 

communicate with young people and parents. A survey has gone out to police and social care.  

Working with marginalised groups: the Centre is engaged in a piece of work with BAME groups.  

Professional Scholarship Development Programme: up to £5,000 towards qualification to support 

practice. 3 from Wales.  

Transforming the landscape: effectiveness studies for specialist services. Short and medium 

outcomes.  

Policy impact and development: how to we measure impact on policy? Centre working on 

developing a tool, and is keen to support new policy development in Wales.  

 

Jayne Bryant AM and Joyce Watson AM had to leave to attend another event, so Cecile Gwilym 

closed the meeting and thanked Matt for his presentation. She also updated the Group on the Welsh 

Government announcement that it intends to produce a national action plan on CSA. Sam Clutton 

explained that following calls from the CPG to produce such a plan, work will now be taken forward 

in the new year.  

The meeting was then brought to a close.  

 

 


